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[57] ABSTRACT

An enclosed guidewire exchange system is described
which utilizes a flexible sterile barrier which is prefera-
bly tubular and folded or rolled prior to use. The barrier
functions to enclose the old catheter as it is being with-
drawn from the patient. The system also provides a
sterile barrier for enclosure of the guidewire upon re-
moval of the old catheter from over the guidewire.
Thus, the system preferably includes a guidewire con-
tainer containing a flexible guidewire. The container
includes a connector which may be a threaded female
end for attachment to the pilot tube luer of the distal
port of the multilumen catheter or other indwelling
catheter. The guidewire container preferably includes
an interrupted portion such as-a window to allow the
physician to contact the guidewire within the container
SO as to advance the guidewire into catheter once the
container has been connected to the luer of the catheter.
The sterile barrier enclosure is preferably attached to
the guidewire container proximal to the female connec-
tor and unfolds or unrolls to provide a sterile cavity
distal to the guidewire container. The sterile barrier can
include a proximal catheter barrier portion and a distal
guidewire barrier portion and a tear point or region
intermediate those portions. The system may further
include a sterile catheter for placement over the guide-
wire.

28 Claims, 7 Drawing Sheets
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STERILE GUIDEWIRE EXCHANGE SYSTEM

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

Intravascular catheters commonly become colonized
with bacteria and/or fungi during the indwelling per-
iod. The longer a catheter is allowed to remain in place
the greater the probability of colonization and second-
ary infection of the patient. This is particularly common
with multilumen catheters entering either the subclav-
ian or internal jugular veins. Since the probability of
colonization is a function of the indwelling time, these
catheters are commonly exchanged with a new sterile
catheter through the same site over a guidewire. Pres-
ent techniques for guidewire exchange, however, are
cumbersome and are difficult to perform while main-
taining sterility.

The technique for guidewire exchange involves the
preparation of the old catheter site at the point of en-
trance of the catheter into the patient. Using the fingers
and commonly utilizing a stiff guide covering the distal
portion of a J-tipped catheter, the guidewire is inserted
from a guidewire container through the distal port of a
multilumen catheter until the guidewire extends well
into the catheter. The catheter is then withdrawn over
the guidewire. Subsequent to this, a new sterile catheter
is inserted over the guidewire in the old catheter’s
place. The guidewire is then removed and the catheter
is attached to a fluid system.

Unfortunately, it is common for the old catheter to
contaminate the physician’s gloves during the proce-
dure and, therefore, contaminate the new catheter by
transfer of these bacteria during the insertion process
(conventional multilumen catheters are generally 20-30
cm in length). A variety of techniques utilizing multiple
drapes and multiple sets of sterile gloves are well known
in the art. These techniques remain cumbersome and
unreliable. It is particularly difficult to maintain a sterile
field for the guidewire which remains within the inser-
tion site at the time the old catheter is removed. This
guidewire is flexible and a large portion of this guide-
wire must remain out of the patient to avoid excessive
penetration into the patient which could result in car-
diac or vascular injury. It is very difficult for the physi-
cian to maintain the sterility of this flexible guidewire
within a sterile field which is commonly contaminated
by the old catheter which has been removed and may
have contacted the surrounding environment in juxta-
position with the guidewire. In fact, a recent study has
shown that guidewire exchange may not be associated
with a reduction in infection-related complications.
This failure to reduce infection may be due to the fact
that many of the sterile catheters which are exchanged
over guidewires are contaminated during the exchange
process.

For these reasons, there has long been a critical need
to provide an inexpensive over-the guidewire catheter
exchange system which eliminates the potential for
contamination of the new catheter during catheter ex-
change.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The present invention comprises an enclosed guide-
wire exchange system and method which utilized a
flexible sterile barrier which is preferably tubular and
folded or rolled prior to use. The barrier functions to
enclose the old catheter as it is being withdrawn from
the patient, the system further providing a sterile barrier
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for enclosure of the guidewire upon removal of the old
catheter from over the guidewire.

The system preferably includes a guidewire container
containing a flexible guidewire. The container includes
a connector which may be a threaded female end for
attachment to the pilot tube luer of the distal port of the
multilumen catheter or other indwelling catheter. The
guidewire container preferably includes an interrupted
portion such as a window to allow the physician to
contact the guidewire within the container so as to
advance the guidewire into the catheter once the con-
tainer has been connected to the luer of the catheter.
The sterile barrier enclosure is provided, which is pref-
erably attached to the guidewire container proximal to
the female connector and unfolds or unrolls to provide
a sterile cavity distal to the guidewire container. The
sterile barrier can include a proximal catheter barrier
portion and a distal guidewire barrier portion and a tear
point or region intermediate the portions. The system
further includes a sterile catheter for replacement over
the guidewire.

In operation, the site surrounding the entry of the
catheter into the skin is sterilely prepped. The connec-
tor of the guidewire container is then attached to the
luer of the distal port of the catheter. The physician
then puts on sterile gloves and grasps the guidewire
through the guidewire conmtainer windows and ad-
vances the guidewire to a predetermined point. The
sterile barrier is then unfolded or unrolled and advanced
partly over the old catheter. Once the proximal portion
of the old catheter is enclosed, the old catheter is then
retracted completely into the sterile barrier until a small
portion of the guidewire extends beyond the distal tip of
the catheter into the insertion site. At this point, the
catheter barrier is fully extended to the tip of the old
catheter. The physician then advances as by unrolling
or unfolding the guidewire barrier slightly over the
guidewire. The physician then grasps the distal portion
of the guidewire barrier against the guidewire to pre-
vent further retraction of the guidewire out of the pa-
tient. With the other hand, the physician grasps the old
catheter through the catheter barrier and pulls the old
catheter off the guidewire. As this maneuver is accom-
plished, the guidewire barrier expands from its previ-
ously compressed position to entirely cover that portion
of the guidewire extending outside the patient from
which the old catheter has now been removed. The
physician now has a sterile guidewire extending from
the patient which is completely covered by the guide-
wire barrier portion which is continuous with the cathe-
ter barrier portion which contains the old catheter. The
physician grasps the distal portion of the catheter bar-
rier in one hand and the proximal portion of the guide-
wire barrier in the other hand and separates the two
barriers, thereby removing the catheter barrier with its
contained contaminated catheter from the guidewire
barrier. The physician then grasps the proximal portion
of the guidewire through the guidewire barrier and
slides the guidewire barrier downward toward the pa-
tient to exposure approximately 1 cm of the end of the
guidewire. With the other hand, the physician grasps
the new multilumen catheter and inserts the tip over the
guidewire and advances the catheter through the guide-
wire barrier, over the guidewire, and into the patient to
the proper position. The guidewire barrier is then re-
moved from around the multilumen catheter and the
catheter is sutured in place. With this system, the entire
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process can be accomplished without the risk of contact
contamination of either the guidewire or the new cathe-
ter.

It is the purpose of this invention to provide an over-
the-guidewire catheter exchange system which reduces
the risk of contact contamination of either the guide-
wire or the catheter during the insertion process. It is
further the purpose of this invention to provide a simpli-
fied method of sterile catheter exchange. Additional
objects and advantages of the invention will be set forth
in the description which follows, and in part will be
evident from the description, or may be learned by
practice of the invention. The objects and advantages of
the invention may be realized by means of the instru-
mentalities and combinations particularly pointed out in
the appended claims.

DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1is a top view of the system showing the assem-
bly within a vacuformed package and the exchange
barrier in a rolled position.

FIG. 2 illustrates the operation of the assembly,
showing the exchange barrier extended over the cathe-
ter with the barrier against the patient’s skin and the
guidewire extending into the patient’s blood vessel.

FIG. 3 illustrates the operation of the assembly,
showing the guidewire being grasped through the
guidewire barrier.

FIG. 4 illustrates the operation of the assembly
wherein the physician has grasped the catheter and
retracted it from over the guidewire.

FIG. 5 demonstrates the guidewire barrier in its fully
expanded position after the catheter has been com-
pletely retracted from over the guidewire.

FIG. 6 illustrates separation of the catheter barrier
and the guidewire barrier along the weakened portion.

FIG. 7 illustrates placement of a new sterile catheter
over the indwelling guidewire.

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED
EMBODIMENT

FIG. 1 shows generally a over-the-guidewire sterile
catheter exchange system 10 including exchange assem-
bly 12, having a guidewire container 14 containing
J-tipped guidewire 15. The guidewire container 14 in-
cludes finger contact windows 16. The guidewire con-
tainer 14 has clips 17 and 18. The guidewire container
14 further has a female threaded connector 24 at its
distal end 25 for connection to the male luer 26 of the
distal port 27 of pilot tube 28 of a conventional central
venous catheter 29. The guidewire container is held
together by fasteners 30. Catheter 29 is shown with
additional proximal tube 31 and middle tube 32. An
exchange barrier 33 is provided (shown rolled in FIG.
1). The exchange barrier 33 has a proximal old catheter
barrier portion 34 and the more distal guidewire barrier
portion 36 (shown unrolled in FIG. 2). The two barrier
portions are connected along a weakened portion 38,
the two barrier portions can be disengaged at the weak-
ened area 38 as will be discussed below. The exchange
barrier 33 is connected, as by adhesive, near its proximal
end 42 about the guidewire container 14 at barrier con-
nection site 44. Prior to operation, the catheter barrier
34 is rolled into a relatively tight roll (FIG. 1) in juxta-
position with its connection 44 with the guidewire con-
tainer 14. The catheter barrier 34 is preferably longer
than the catheter 29 and is preferably greater than 20 cm
in length. In this position, before use, the distal guide-
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wire barrier portion 36 (shown unrolled in FIG. 2) is
folded and rolled within the outer rolled catheter bar-
rier portion 34. The guidewire barrier 36 is preferably
greater than 20 cm in length.

The entire assembly 12 is preferably provided within
a vacuformed sterile package 45 having a conventional
lid (not shown) attached as by adhesive along rim 46. A
guidewire container recess 47 and a catheter recess 48
are included. A sterile catheter 49 is included within the
catheter recess 48. The catheter injection caps are held
in an upright position by vacuformed cap holders 52 to
allow one handed injections through the caps 51 for
flushing catheter 29. The distance separating the ca-
pholders is slightly less than the diameter of the caps,
thereby tightly holding the caps in a vertical position.

In operation, the area of the insertion site of the pa-
tient’s skin 53 around the old indwelling central venous
catheter 29 is prepped with an antiseptic solution. The
package 45 is then placed near the distal port 27 of the
old multilumen catheter 29. The sterile lid from the
package 45 is then removed and the physician attaches
the female connector 24 of the guidewire container 14
to the luer of the distal port 27 of the pilot tube 28 while
leaving the assembly 12 within the package 45. The
physician then clips the proximal and middie port tubes
(31 and 32) into their respective clips 17 and 18 near the
end portion of the guidewire container 14 so that all
three pilot tubes are in relative alignment with the
guidewire container 14. Alternatively, the three pilot
tubes (31,28, and 32) may be clipped together by clip 54
(as shown in FIG. 2). During this time, the physician
avoids touching the proximal portion 55 of the assembly
12 which is still resting in the package 45. The physician
then puts on sterile gloves and advances the guidewire
15 by grasping the guidewire 15 through the guidewire
contact windows 16. The guidewire 15 is advanced
until the proximal end 56 of the guidewire 15 reaches a
preselected mark 57 on the guidewire container 14. The
physician then grasps the proximal portion 55 of the
assembly 12 and elevates the assembly 12 out of the
package 45 and holds the assembly 12 with its attached
catheter 29 in an elevated position. With the other hand,
the physician rolls the catheter barrier 34 over the pilot
tubes (28, 31, and 32) and the proximal portion of the
catheter 29. After a portion of the catheter 29 has been
received within the barrier 34 , the physician gently
withdraws the catheter 29 from the patient while rolling
the catheter barrier 34 over the catheter 29 until the
catheter 29 is completely removed from the patient and
approximately 2.5-3 cm of guidewire 15 is exposed
between the distal tip 60 of the catheter 29 and the
patient. The remainder of the distal guidewire portion
15 extends beneath the patient’s skin 53 into the blood
vessel 64 (FIG. 2). At this point, the catheter barrier 34
is fully extended to the distal tip 60 of the catheter 29
and the physician unrolls the attached folded and com-
pressed guidewire barrier 36 from its formerly enclosed
position, rolled within catheter barrier 34 (FIG. 1) to a
position over the exposed guidewire 15 (FIG. 2). Adhe-
sive may be included on the inner surface of the distal
skin contact portion 66 of the guidewire barrier. At this
point, the physician grasps the distal portion of the
guidewire barrier 36 and holds the guidewire 15 tightly
through the distal portion of the barrier 36, leaving the
proximal compressed portion of the guidewire barrier
36 free in its compressed form (FIG. 3). The physician
then, with the other hand (FIG. 4), pulls the catheter 29
upward and outward until the catheter 29 is completely
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removed from over the guidewire 15. Since the physi-
cian is holding the distal end of the compressed guide-
wire barrier 36 during this maneuver, the length of the
remainder of the guidewire barrier 36 expands from its
compressed form to cover the entire length of the
guidewire 15. At this point, the guidewire barrier 36 is
fully extended (FIG. 5) and the catheter 29 is within the
catheter barrier 34 and the guidewire 15 within the
guidewire barrier 36. The physician then grasps both
barriers 34 and 36 near the weakened portion 38 with
both hands and separates the barriers along its weak-
ened portion 38 (FIG. 6). To that end, the weakened
portion 38 preferably has a tear region that is facilitate
barrier separation. With one hand, the physician then
sets aside the catheter barrier 34 containing the catheter
29 so that the tip 60 of the catheter 29 may later be
removed for culture. With one hand (FIG. 7), the physi-
cian holds the guidewire barrier 36 upward in a stable
position and pushes the guidewire barrier 36 downward
to expose approximately 1-2 cm of the proximal end 72
of the guidewire 15. With the other hand, the physician
reaches into the sterile package 45 and grasps the new
prepared catheter 75. The tip 76 of new sterile catheter
75 is then advanced over the guidewire 15 into the
guidewire barrier 36 and then into the patient at the
insertion site 53. Once the catheter has been advanced
the proper distance (generally 8-12 cm) into the patient,
the guidewire 15 is removed from the catheter 75 and
the new catheter 75 is secured and dressed in the usual
fashion. The entire guidewire exchange process can,
therefore, be carried out simply, with considerable
speed, and without the potential risk of contact contam-
ination of the new catheter. It is clear that many modifi-
cations can be made within the scope of the present
invention. For example, the catheter and guidewire
barrier may initially be separate parts from the guide-
wire container and assembled at the time of use. Al-
though the cylindrical configuration of the catheter and
the guidewire barriers is presently preferred, other con-
figurations are possible. For example, these barriers
could be planar, having a perforation for being received
over and connecting to the guidewire container and
then subsequently unfolded over the catheter and
guidewire.

Although the preferred embodiments of this inven-
tion has been described, it will be obvious to those
skilled in the art that various changes and modifications
may be made therein without departing from the inven-
tion. Therefore, the claims are intended to include all
such changes and modifications may be made therein
without departing from the invention. Therefore, the
claims are intended to include all such changes and
modifications that fall within the true spirit and scope of
the invention.

What is claimed:

1. A guidewire insertion assembly for inserting a
guidewire into a catheter within a patient, the catheter
having fluid terminal, the assembly comprising:

a) an elongated container having a distal end and a
proximal end, said distal end including means for
engaging said fluid terminal,

b) a guidewire contained within said elongated con-
tainer,

c) said conmtainer further including an interrupted
portion along said container proximal to said en-
gaging means, said portion having a length and
width sufficient to allow the opposed thumb and
finger of a physician to directly contact and grasp
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said guidewire along said interrupted portion and
advance said guidewire from said container into
said catheter, and

d) a barrier system coupled to said container and

selectively extendable therefrom for receiving and
enclosing said catheter when said catheter is re-
tracted from said patient.

2. The assembly of claim 1 wherein said engaging
means COmprises a CONNector.

3. The assembly of claim 2, wherein said connector
comprises a female connector for being received over
said terminal.

4. The assembly of claim 2, wherein said terminal
includes thread means for connecting said connector to
said terminal.

5. The assembly of claim 1, wherein said barrier sys-
tem further includes means for enclosing said guidewire
after said guidewire has been received into said catheter
and further after said catheter has been removed from
over said guidewire and received by said barrier system.

6. The assembly of claim 1, wherein said barrier sys-
tem includes a first portion for enclosing said catheter
and a second portion for enclosing said guidewire.

7. The assembly of claim 6, wherein said second por-
tion is covered by said first portion prior to use.

8. The assembly of claim 6, wherein said first portion
is rolled and said second portion is disposed within said
rolled first portion prior to use.

9. The assembly of claim 8, wherein said said second
portion is folded, said first portion unrolling during use
to enclose said retracted catheter and to expose said
second portion.

10. The assembly of claim 9 wherein said second
portion comprises means to enclose said guidewire
when said catheter is removed from over said guide-
wire,

11. The assembly of claim 6 wherein said second
portion includes means to adhere to the skin of the
patient adjacent and surrounding said guidewire.

12. The assembly of claim 6 further including a weak-
ened portion and wherein said first portion and said
second portion are connected adjacent said weakened
portion.

13. The assembly of claim 12 wherein said barrier
comprises a flexible plastic housing, said weakened
portion includes a tear region and wherein said region
has 2 lesser thickness than said barrier.

14. The assembly of claim 12 wherein said weakened
portion comprises a perforated region.

15. The assembly of claim 12 wherein said first por-
tion has a length greater that the length of said catheter.

16. The assembly of claim 15 wherein said weakened
portion comprises a weakened area so that when said
first and second portions are forcibly retracted from
each other, said tear point is disrupted to separate said
first portion from said second portion.

17. A method for the sterile exchange of an old cathe-
ter having a distal end for a new catheter over a guide-
wire using a catheter exchange system having a sterile
barrier, the method comprising steps of

a) advancing said guidewire into said catheter,

b) advancing said barrier over said catheter,

c) retracting said catheter into said barrier,

d) retracting said catheter from over said guidewire,

e) disrupting said barrier near the distal end of said

catheter,

f) advancing said new catheter over said guidewire

into said patient.
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18. A sterile barrier system for protecting the sterility
of a sterile guidewire during the exchange of a new
sterile catheter for an old non-sterile catheter having at
least one proximal fluid terminal, over said guidewire,
the system including an assembly having a distal end for
engaging said fluid terminal and said assembly further
including a portion proximal to said distal end, the sys-
tem further comprising:

a) a flexible tubular barrier having an internal dimen-
sion sufficient to receive said proximal terminal of
said catheter, said barrier being secured to said
assembly proximal to said distal end,

b) at least a portion of said barrier being folded back
upon itself prior to use so that when said barrier is
gradually unfolded to be advanced over said cathe-
ter, sterile segments of said barrier are sequentially
exposed to said catheter, and said folded portion
remains sterile until it is unfolded to contact said
non-sterile catheter.

19. A rolled sterile barrier system for protecting the
sterility of a guidewire during catheter exchange, said
barrier system including a tubular sterile barrier having
an open distal end and a proximal end and further hav-
ing a first proximal portion and a second distal portion,
said barrier initially being rolled up, with said distal
portion being rolled within said proximal portion, and a
weakened portion defined intermediate said first and
second portions for separating said first and second
portions when said barrier is unrolled and said guide-
wire is enclosed within said second portion of said bar-
rier; and

further comprising a guidewire container, said tubu-
lar barrier being connected to said guidewire con-
tainer.

20. The system of claim 19 wherein said weakened
portion is defined along said barrier at least 20 cm distal
to the proximal end of said barrier.

21. The system of claim 19 wherein said unrolled
barrier defines an expanded barrier and wherein said
expanded barrier defines a cavity extending at least 20
cm beyond said guidewire container to maintain the
sterility of said guidewire within said expanded portion.

22. In a guidewire exchange system for exchanging a
new sterile catheter for an old catheter, said exchange
system including a guidewire container and a flexible
guidewire contained within said container, and a tubu-
lar sterile barrier assembly disposed in surrounding
relation to at least a portion of the length of said con-
tainer, at least a portion of said barrier assembly being
moveable from a first substantially unexpanded position
to a second expanded position, said barrier assembly
extending beyond said container to define a tubular
cavity when said barrier assembly has been moved to
said expanded position, said cavity functioning to en-
close at least said old catheter therewithin after said
guidewire has been advanced into said old catheter and
said old catheter has been retracted from over said
guidewire into said cavity.

23. A sterile barrier system for protecting from
contact contamination a distal end of an old catheter
during and after the exchange of said old catheter for a
sterile catheter over a guidewire, said old catheter hav-
ing a proximal connector portion including at least two
pigtail terminals, said system comprising:

a flexible tubular barrier having a first open end and

a second end, said barrier further having a length
so as to be able to receive substantially the entire
length of said old catheter thereinto when said old
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catheter is retracted from said patient and said
barrier is advanced over said old catheter, said
barrier being folded back upon itself and being
adapted to and sized to receive all of said pigtail
terminals of said connector portion of said old
catheter, so that when said connector portion of
said old catheter is received into said barrier, said
barrier is thereafter unfoldable so as to progres-
sively receive the old catheter, whereby said first
end of said barrier is free from contact with said
connector portion of said old catheter and said first
end encloses said distal end of said old catheter
when said barrier is fully advanced over said distal
end of said old catheter so that upon removal of
said distal end of said old catheter from said pa-
tient, said distal end is protected from contact con-
tamination with the environment by said first end
of said barrier, said system further comprising

an assembly for aligning said pigtail terminals adja-
cent one another to facilitate advancing said barrier
over said terminals.

24. A method for sterile exchange of an old catheter
from within a patient’s blood vessel, the old, contami-
nated multilumen catheter having a distal end and a
proximal connector end comprising a plurality of pigtail
terminals, for a new sterile multilumen catheter using a
catheter exchange system having a tubular sterile bar-
rier and a guidewire, the method comprising steps of:

a) advancing said guidewire into said old catheter,

b) advancing said barrier from proximal to said old
catheter over said proximal connector end of said
old catheter,

c) retracting said old catheter out of said patient’s
blood vessel,

d) further advancing said tubular barrier to enclose
said catheter so that said distal end of said catheter
is enclosed by said barrier and protected from
contact contamination with microorganisms from
the ambient environment,

e) further retracting said old catheter off said guide-
wire into said barrier;

f) advancing said new sterile catheter over said guide-
wire and into said patient’s blood vessel.

25. The method of claim 24 further including the step
of aligning said pigtail terminals before advancing said
barrier thereover.

26. The method of claim 24, wherein said step of
further advancing said barrier comprises unrolling said
barrier to progressively enclose said old catheter.

27. The method of claim 24, further comprising the
step of removing said distal end of said catheter for
microbiological evaluation of said distal end.

28. A sterile barrier catheter exchange system for
sterile exchange over a guidewire of an old contami-
nated catheter having a tip within a blood vessel for a
sterile catheter, and further for protecting from contact
contamination 2 distal end of said old catheter during
and after the exchange of said old catheter, said old
catheter having a proximal connector portion including
at least two pigtail terminals, said guidewire being of
greater length than said catheter, said guidewire includ-
ing a proximal portion and a distal portion, said proxi-
mal portion projecting proximally from said catheter
connector portion after said guidewire has been suffi-
ciently advanced through said catheter such that said
distal portion projects from said catheter tip into said
blood vessel, said system comprising:
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a flexible tubular barrier having a first open end and
a second end portion, said barrier further having a
length so as to be able to receive substantially the
entire length of said old catheter thereinto when
said old catheter is retracted from said patient and
said barrier is advanced over said old catheter, said
barrier being folded back upon itself and being
adapted to and sized to receive said proximal
guidewire portion and all of said pigtail terminals
of said connector portion of said old catheter, so
that when said proximal guidewire portion and said
connector portion of said old catheter is received
into said barrier, said barrier is thereafter unfolda-
ble so as to progressively receive the old catheter,
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whereby said proximal guidewire portion is pro-
tected from contact contamination by said when
said barrier is being advanced over said catheter
and further whereby said first end of said barrier is
free from contact contamination with said connec-
tor portion of said old catheter and whereby said
first end encloses said distal end of said old catheter
when said barrier is fully advanced over said distal
end of said old catheter so that upon removal of
said distal end of said old catheter from said pa-
tient, said distal end is protected from contact con-
tamination with the environment by said first end

of said barrier.
* %k ok x *



